EXPLORE!

Coronavirus updates

Eastern Cape Coastal Safari

SOUTH AFRICA -TRIP CODE MSA
MULTI-ACTIVITY

Why book this trip?

Explore the Eastern Cape on this active adventure to South Africa. Watch huge herds of elephant
marching between waterholes and look for the rest of the Big Five in Addo Elephant Park. Discover
waterfalls, huge indigenous forest and various peaks of the Amathole Mountain Range whilst walking on
ancient trails around Hogsback. Paddle up the Kariega River in a kayak and spend a morning mountain-
biking in a valley and walk in the largest dune field in the southern hemisphere.
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INCLUDED TRIP STAFF TRANSPORT ACCOMMODATION
MEALS Explore Tour Minibus
Breakfast: 9 Leader
Lunch: 4 Local Guide(s)

Dinner: 3 Safari Guide(s)

Itinerary

TRIP PACE:

Fullon

<R

GROUP SIZE:
10-16

Itineraries on some departure dates may differ, please select the itinerary that you wish to explore.

Trip information

Country information

South Africa

Climate

Mild throughout the year and can thus be visited year round. The Western Cape has a Mediterranean-
type climate, with warm, dry summers and cold winters with rainfall. Summer runs from November to
March, with temperatures averaging 220C to 340C. The months of April and October are generally
warm and sunny. Winter is also a good time to visit as towns and sites are not so crowded and the
countryside is more verdant, but it can be cold. Seasonal weather patterns can be unpredictable.

Time differenceto GMT  Plugs Religion Language

+2 3PinRound  Christian  Afrikaans, English

Budgeting and packing

Clothing

Clothing should generally be lightweight for the day. Also take some fleeces, long trousers, a waterproof

and windproof jacket. Take a swimming costume and towel.

19/05/2020 16:23:51



Footwear

Walking boots, trainers or sandals for relaxing/travelling in.

Luggage

20kg

Luggage: On tour

Take a tough soft bag or holdall (or rucksack with detachable frame) suitable to be carried by 4WD
vehicle. Total allowance: 44lb/ 20kg maximum (due to weight restrictions on our vehicle). Also take a
daypack for items needed during any activities and game drives (20-30 litre).

Equipment

Take a torch, sunhatunscreen and insect repellent. Mosquito nets are not required as the accommodation
provides screening where necessary.

While tap water in South Africa's urban areais drinkable, some people may take a few days to acclimatise
and thus may experience traveller's tummy. Therefore we recommend for you to travel with a reusable
filtered water bottle such as the ones featured at Water-to-Go: http://www.watertogo.eu/

Tipping

Explore leader

Tipping isn't compulsory, and we work hard to ensure that our leaders all receive a fair wage. However,
you might want to recognise a leader that's done a great job or really added to your trip by giving them a
tip. We're often asked about the recommended amount. It's a tricky one, and down to personal
preference, but we'd recommend between £15 to £20 per person per week as a guideline.

Local crew

Although entirely voluntary, tipping is a recognized part of life in this region of the world. Some local
staff will look to members of the group for personal recognition of particular services provided. In order
to make things easier for you, your leader may organise a group's tips kitty for included activities and
meals and if this is the case, they will account for it throughout the tour.

Accordingly, you should allow £25.00 per person for group tipping.

South Africa

Food and drink

The costs for meals may vary depending upon location, type of restaurant and number of courses
eaten and so the prices given are an average guide. Local restaurants located off the beaten track
may be less expensive, whereas an upmarket restaurant located in the centre of a major city may
charge more.

Lunch price  Dinner price  Beer price  Water price
£6 £12 £1.2 £1

Foreign Exchange
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Local currency
Rand.

Recommended Currency For Exchange
Take your money in a combination of cash and an ATM card. Both GBP and USD are readily
exchanged at the airport.

Where To Exchange

Most towns or cities, your tour leader will advise you. If your trip is wildlife based and visits
rural regions we strongly recommend to exchange money at the airport upon arrival for your
trip.

ATM Availability
Cash can be drawn on debit cards from ATM's in most South African towns.

Credit Card Acceptance
In large shops and restaurants.

Transport, Accommodation & Meals

Transport Information

Minibus

Accommodation notes

During this trip we will stay in a variety of accommodation including safari lodges, cabins, homesteads
and simple cottages. Accommodation is often small, family run and may feature shared bathroom
facilities. More than just B&Bs; individually styled and tastefully furnished and often lovely gardens and a
pool. The properties we use give a real taste of traditional South African hospitality and we love
supporting these small local businesses.

South Africa

Food and drink

Dietary requirements: Most restaurants and hotels in South Africa do not have a wide selection of vegan
and vegetarian choices. There is usually a choice of salads and one main vegetarian and/or vegan main
dish on the menus, but choice will be limited especially in more remote locations. If you have specific
dietary requirements we do recommend for you to bring some food with you.

Essential Information

Government Travel Safety Advice

We strongly recommend that you check your government's travel advisory for up-to-date information
and advice about your destination: safety and security, entry requirements, health, local laws and
customs. For UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office advice click here.
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https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice

For more information from Explore about travel advice, click here

Under 18 immigration guidance

Please note that some countries require proof of parental consent when travelling overseas with under
18s. Please check requirements with the relevant embassy or consular office well in advance of travel if
this applies to your party.

Price Guarantee

Once your booking has been confirmed we guarantee the price will not increase, whatever the
circumstances. Before booking please ensure you have read our important tour pricing
information.Booking Conditions

Visa and Passport Information

Travelling with Minors via South Africa (including transits)2

Regulations affecting all children aged under 18 years that are travelling to, from or via South Africa are
in place. The law states that parents and/or guardians are requested by the airline and/or South Africa
immigration officers to provide additional documentation for each child they are travelling with. Please
refer to the South African House website and your airline for full requirements.

South Africa: Visas are not required by UK, Australian, US and Canadian citizens. New Zealand passport
holders do require a visa, please consult your local consulate for full information. Other nationalities
should consult their local embassy or consular office. All visitors should ensure their passport is machine
readable and has two blank pages when entering and leaving South Africa. The South African
Immigration officials will not allow child/ infant pages to be used for this purpose and visitors without
the stipulated blank pages will be denied entry.

All visa information is subject to change. You should confirm all visa related questions with the relevant
Embassy prior to departure.

If you do require assistance in obtaining a visa then you may be able to apply through Explore's
recommended visa service in the UK, Travcour. See www.travcour.com to download the relevant visa
application for your trip, if applicable (UK citizens only), along with details of how to apply for your visa
through Travcour. The Team at Travcour will be happy to answer specific questions relating to visa
applications, please call them directly on 0208 5431846.

Itis your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a full passport, with the correct validity
for your chosen destination.

Booking conditions

Before booking your Explore trip, please ensure that you read both our Essential Information and
Booking Conditions.

Transfers

Find out more about Trip Transfer Terms and Conditions before you book.

Booking a land only package with Explore
Customers who have chosen to book on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements of our tour, please ensure that you

19/05/2020 16:23:51


https://www.explore.co.uk/essential-information/know-before-you-go/travel-safety
https://www.explore.co.uk/essential-information/terms-and-conditions/booking-conditions
http://www.travcour.com
tel:02085431846
https://www.explore.co.uk/essential-information/terms-and-conditions/essential-information
https://www.explore.co.uk/essential-information/terms-and-conditions/booking-conditions
https://www.explore.co.uk/essential-information/how-to-book/travel-extras/transfers

have checked your tour specific ‘Joining Instructions’ prior to booking your own travel arrangements.
Your joining instructions can be found below in the dates and prices information.

You may also be eligible for the Free Explore Transfer.

Joining Tour Abroad

Customers booked on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements will now receive a Free Transfer, provided you arrive
and depart on the tour only itinerary start and end dates. The complimentary transfers will be arranged
from the Explore designated airport or train station to your trips joining point, and then back from the
ending point to the designated airport or train station. Generally the airport or station that Explore have
selected will be the one that is closest to the town or city where the trip starts, or the one nearest to the
joining point. It will be either an airport or train station but not both.

The exception to this rule is customers who are booked on a tour where the joining and ending point is at
the designated airport or train station.

Free transfers are not available for Self-Guided, Polar, Tailormade or Tours for Churches customers.

If you are not eligible for the Free Transfer then you will need to make your own way through to the
joining and ending point. On a majority of our tours Explore will be able to provide a private transfer at
an additional cost. Please ask for a quote at the time of booking.

For more information regarding the Explore Free Transfer click here

Insurance

Itis a condition of booking with Explore that you have adequate valid travel insurance. It is your
responsibility to arrange appropriate travel insurance and ensure you have read and understood the full
terms and conditions of your travel insurance policy to ensure that you are covered for all activities you
intend to undertake whilst on the tour, including all optional activities. Your Insurance Policy must fully
cover you for medical expenses and emergency repatriation to your home country. Please ensure your
policy includes medical emergency helicopter evacuation in the event of illness or injury and covers the
entire duration of your holiday. If you are trekking at altitude please ensure that there is no upper
altitude limit which may limit or exclude cover for your trip. The cost of many of our Polar Voyages will
exceed the capped amount covered by standard insurance premiums and you will be required to pay an
additional premium to cover the full value of your trip. Please ensure that you are covered for the full
amount of your holiday cost, as insufficient cover could invalidate a claim under the policy. Medical and
repatriation insurance cover is not mandatory for UK residents who are travelling on trips within the
United Kingdom.

Read more information about what travel insurance is required.

Flight information

Explore offers a wide range of flexible flying options to make joining and leaving our trips easy. Read
more about them here.

Flight Information
You are able to book this tour on a 'land only' basis or as a ‘flight inclusive’ package. Your flight inclusive
package will be fully protected by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL protection scheme.

Booking a flight inclusive package with Explore
We have a good selection of flights not only from London but from many regional airports around the UK
allowing us to compare fares between scheduled carriers as well as low cost and charter airlines. Our
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dedicated flights team will match the best flight options to your arrival and departure airport.

On our website we display a UK flight inclusive package guide price which is generally based on a London
departure. To avoid paying supplements or to secure your preferred flight option, we recommend
booking as early as possible, especially for peak travel dates.

Ability toswim

An ability to swim s essential for your safe enjoyment of the water based activities on this trip. If you
wish to participate in these activities then we insist that you are able to swim.

South Africa

Vaccinations

Please note that you will be required to supply a yellow fever certificate that has been issued at least 10
days prior to arrival in South Africaif you have travelled from or via a country where yellow fever is
endemic. We recommend protection against hepatitis A, tetanus, typhoid, polio and diphtheria.
According to various travel health sources, the Western Cape is not regarded as a malariarisk area. If you
are travelling to other areas in South Africa please check with your doctor about malaria requirements.
Please check the latest requirements with your travel clinic or doctor prior to departure. The above is
not an exhaustive list. Further information regarding vaccinations and travel health advice can be found
by following the NHS and NaTHNaC links at Explore Travel Health and from your local healthcare
provider. Visa and vaccination requirements are subject to change and should be confirmed by you
before travelling.

Extend your trip
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Why not extend your holiday with an extension to the thundering Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe. Click here for details.

Why book this trip

This trip features the natural highlights of the lesser-visited Eastern Cape area and offers
plenty of opportunity for activity and wildlife spotting.

Reviews
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