Book with confidence

Winter in Turkey
TURKEY - TRIP CODE WT
DISCOVERY

Why book this trip?
Ancient Anatolia, or modern-day southern Turkey, is home to a wealth of historical sites, spanning the
ancient Greeks, Alexander the Great, the Byzantine era and, of course, the Romans. Explore the best of
the famous sites and the hidden gems, as well as discovering some of Turkey's rural, traditional villages.
The temperate climate on the Aegean and Mediterranean coasts, combined with the possibility of scenic
snow in the mountains, makes it a perfect winter destination.
Ephesus - Walk the marble streets where Saint Paul preached, and see the famous Celsus Library
Sagalassos - Discover this mountain-top gem, with one of the most impressive amphitheatre views in
Turkey
Turquoise Coast - Get some winter sun on the coast at laid back Kas and historic Antalya
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I N C LU D E D
M E A LS

Breakfast: 12

TR I P STA F F

TR A N SPO R T

A C C O M M O D ATI O N

TR I P PA C E :

G R O U P SI ZE :

Explore Tour
Leader
Driver(s)
Local Guide(s)

Bus
Boat

10 nights
comfortable hotel
2 nights premium
hotel

Full on

10 - 16

Itinerary
Itineraries on some departure dates may differ, please select the itinerary that you wish to explore.

DAY 1 - Join trip in Antalya
Arrive in Antalya, Turkey's gateway to the Mediterranean. This lively city on the Turquoise Coast is
temperate even during the winter months, making it a great place to begin your journey.
Due to the number of flights arriving late into Antalya, the welcome meeting is planned for tomorrow
morning. However, if you do arrive earlier in the day then our Tour Leader plans to meet us in the hotel
reception at 7pm, and there is the chance to go out for dinner. There are no other activities planned
today, so you are free to arrive in Antalya at any time. If you would like to receive a complimentary
airport transfer today, you'll need to arrive into Antalya Airport (AYT), which is around a 30 minute drive
away from the hotel.
For those arriving earlier in the day, you may wish to visit the atmospheric old town, or 'Kaleici', district.
Narrow streets of restored Ottoman-era houses open out onto pretty courtyards, and historic
architecture abounds. Visit the columned Hadrian's Gate, a fantastically preserved Roman archway that
marks the entrance into Kaleici. Some of the city's best restaurants and bars are found in this area,
perfect for your first night relaxing in the Mediterranean.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Best Western Plus Khan Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel
27/01/2021 10:35:33


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : N O N E

DAY 2 - Discover the ancient city of Perge and the Roman amphitheatre of Aspendos
In additional to Antalya's long golden coastline and picturesque old town, its surrounding area offers a
wealth of ancient sites. Just 45 kilometres east of the city centre is one of its most impressive; the ancient
city of Aspendos. The jewel in this site's crown is certainly the enormous Roman theatre, built in the reign
of Marcus Aurelius in the 2nd century AD. Spectacularly well-preserved, the intact theatre holds
approximately 15,000 spectators, who would once have crammed onto the stone seating for gladiator
and animal shows, the highlights of the Aspendos social calendar. The surrounding mountains add a
sense of majesty to the setting, which seems fitting for its modern use as the venue for the annual
Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival.
After some time spent here, we drive to the ancient city of Perge, a sprawling site of mainly Roman ruins,
with some fascinating features including Roman baths, a stadium, theatre and impressive colonnaded
streets that give an idea of what city life may have been like. Many of the finds at this site, including an
array of Roman statues and sarcophagi in excellent condition, can now be found at the Antalya
Archeological Museum. After some lunch in the small town of Aksu, we'll drive back to Antalya. For those
who wish, we will take the local tram to the museum - one of Turkey's largest, it contains an impressive
collection of pieces that track ancient Anatolia's history from the Stone Age through the Romans, the
Byzantine era and the Ottoman Empire. Alternatively you may choose to relax and visit one of the nearby
Turkish baths.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Best Western Plus Khan Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 3 - Drive to Burdur via the impressive mountaintop site of Sagalassos and the Insuyu
Caves
Leaving the coast this morning, there is a strong possibility of snow as we drive north into the mountains,
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towards the city of Burdur. Around two hours into the climb, we will stop at one of Turkey's hidden
gems; the ancient city of Sagalassos. Visiting ancient sites will become a theme of this trip, as we explore
Turkey's fascinating and varied history from Alexander the Great to the Ottomans. However, there is
something truly special about a site with a view, and Sagalassos tops the list. Perched on a steep mountain
slope, overlooking an endless chain of peaks stretching out into the distance, we'll find Roman columns
stretching up into the sky, the remains of finely carved walls and sculptures tumbling down the
mountainside, and a theatre with one of the best views in Turkey. Special mention should be made of the
'Nymphaeum' - an elaborately decorated fountain, constructed in the late 100s AD. It was recently
restored to full working order and is the site's stunning centrepiece.
After exploring, we'll drive on to the neighbouring small town of Aglasun for lunch. Here there are some
small lokantas (a 'grillroom' or cafe) serving excellent soups, stews, and pide - the traditional Turkish
pizza.
Just before our arrival into Burdur, we'll make a final stop at the Insuyu Caves, an underground network
with millions of stalagmites and stalactites that formed thousands of years ago.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Grand Ozeren Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 4 - Drive to Pamukkale; visit Hierapolis and the Pamukkale cascades
Burdur is known as the City of Lakes, and as we set off this morning we'll make a stop at Lake Salda, an
hour outside the city. In summer, this lake is known as the 'Turkish Maldives', for the bright turquoise
blue of the lake and the surrounding white sandy beach. In winter it is no less beautiful, instead being
flanked by pine trees that host skiiers on the snowy mountains between December-February.
Driving on to Pamukkale and arriving in the early afternoon, we'll set out to explore one of Turkey's most
amazing natural wonders. Known as the 'cotton castle,' Pamukkale's terraced thermal pools are
toothpaste-blue, with white calcareous deposits that give a cloud-like cotton wool effect.
Modern-day tourists are not the only people to be attracted by these thermal wonders. Above the pools
is the ancient Roman spa town of Hierapolis, where we will find ruins dating back to 2nd century BC.
Earthquakes have rocked the area throughout history and the site was finally abandoned in 1334
following a particularly strong quake, but as recently as the mid-20th century, hotels were being
constructed on top of its priceless ruins. Luckily, UNESCO World Heritage status has saved it from
further damage. We will visit the theatre, Temple of Apollo, Frontinus Gate and see a number of
sarcophagi, and you may have the chance to go into the Archaeology Museum housed in the former
Roman baths.
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There is the option to swim in the incredible travertine pools of Pamukkale's 'Frozen Waterfall' or in the
deeper waters of Cleopatra's Pool. Pamukkale's weather is relatively temperate year-round, but with
warm steam visible through the crisp air, bathing in the hot springs in winter can be magical.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Lycus River Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


SW I M M I N G PO O L AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 5 - Visit the Greco-Roman site of Aphrodisias; drive to the vineyard accommodation
near Camlik
Today we visit the impressive Greco-Roman site of Aphrodisias, where the goddess of love, Aphrodite,
once bestowed sensual favours on her willing devotees. Its tetrapylon (16-columned gateway) is one of
the most famous images of the site, and a wonderfully ornate feature that would have once welcomed
visitors into the main street leading to the Temple of Aphrodite. The site's extraordinary collection of
reliefs and sculpture are also notable; thanks to plentiful marble quarries just a few kilometres from the
site, Aphrodisias was home to a school of sculpture that trained students to the highest standards.
Graduates of the school spread the art form across the ancient world for hundreds of years, and
examples of Aphrodisian statuary have shown up as far away as the Atlantic coast of Portugal. Reliefs are
carved throughout the site, including on the Sebasteion, with images depicting Aphrodite and her
worshippers.
Later, a three hour drive takes us to Camlik, and our beautiful vineyard accommodation. The
whitewashed stone, excellent restaurant with its own winery and remote setting make this a peaceful
haven to spend the next two nights. Within walking distance is the Camlik Railway Museum, an
interesting spot for this afternoon for those who are interested, which houses one of Europe's largest
steam train collections.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Vinifera Hotel (or similar)
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Grade: Premium Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 6 - Explore the ancient city of Ephesus; walk from the rural village of Sirince to Ikiz
Cesmesi
Today we visit the great Greco-Roman city of Ephesus, one of Turkey's most famous historical sites. Given
its prime location on Turkey's beautiful Aegean coast, as well as its immaculate collection of Roman ruins,
the site can be quite hectic in the summer months. During winter however, we should be lucky enough
not to share it with many other visitors.
Once visited by Marc Anthony and Cleopatra, and also by St. Paul, this Asia Minor seaport reached its
zenith in the 2nd century AD. Ephesus was one of the main cultural and economic centres of the ancient
world, boasting a gymnasia and an enormous stadium with seating for 70,000 spectators, until the city
went into decline after the 7th century. Other highlights include the Baths of Constantine, the brothel,
the Temple of Hadrian with its beautiful facade, the giant theatre and the Marble Avenue featuring the
two-storey Library of Celsus, which is one of the most photographed Greco-Roman buildings in the
world.
Driving on a short distance, we will visit the famous Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, before continuing to the small town of Sirince for a taste of rural Turkish life. Here,
cobbled roads wind between pretty white-washed houses, and we'll take a short 45 minute walk,
downhill, making the most of the hillside views. We'll end at Ikiz Cesmesi, before driving back to Camlik.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Vinifera Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Premium Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST
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DAY 7 - Explore lesser-visited Greek and Roman sites around the Aegean coast; drive to Milas
In the 110 kilometres between Camlik and Milas, there are a whole host of ancient sites that testify to the
rich Greek, Roman and Byzantine history of ancient Anatolia. We plan to visit many of them today on a
scenic journey that will take us down coastal roads, past inland lakes and with a backdrop of craggy
mountains.
Our first stop is at Priene, the ancient Greek city with an enormous number of Hellenistic temples, a
theatre, ruined columns and buildings all crammed into a relatively small setting that is now beginning to
be overgrown. After exploring this site, we continue to Didim, where the ruins of the imposing Greek
Temple of Apollo are quite amazing. 120 giant columns frame the gateway to the temple, while in the
grassy surroundings lie hundreds of pieces of ruined marble, including several beautiful Greek statues
and the cracked, yet still iconic, Head of Medusa.
Continuing on to Lake Bafa, we find the ramshackle village of Kapikiri. This collection of simple houses
and the odd local shop is quite unremarkable, yet scattered all around the village are ruins and remnants
of the ancient port city, Herakleia. Indeed, what is now an inland lake was once a thriving part of the
Aegean coast, and signs of its affluence are visible from the bathhouse and the Temple of Athena to the
crumbling ruins of the old agora - the marketplace and civic centre of ancient Herakleia.
Our last visit of the day is at Euromos, where the wonderfully-preserved columns of the Temple of Zeus
pop out of the thick olive grove that hides it from sight. It's another surprisingly hidden gem in a region
covered with archaeological riches.
We'll arrive into Milas in the evening for our overnight stay.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Milas Siler Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 8 - Walk from Sultaniye to the ruins of ancient Caunos; continue on foot and by rowing
boat to Dalyan
This morning we drive approximately two hours to Sultaniye, a small dot of a town on the banks of Lake
Koycegiz, well-known for its thermal pools. We'll drive just a very small way out of the village, before
starting our four kilometre hike towards ancient Caunos. The hike is not too strenuous, with just one hill
climb, but the terrain is rocky in many places, with some woodland paths and rough underfoot areas.
After four kilometres, Caunos appears. The ancient site is half eaten away by shrub and olive trees, and
encroached upon by the Dalyan delta, but hidden in the ruins are some fascinating features that span
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many civilisations from the Persians, Alexander the Great's Hellenistic era, the Byzantine period and
through to the Romans. The Byzantine church dates back to the 6th century, and contains some
beautifully intact mosaics that can be viewed from surrounding platforms. The Temple of Zeus and the
Roman Baths also provide some highly photogenic material, backed as they are by the lush valley.
Possibly the most famous feature of this little-visited site are the 'tombs of the kings'; tombs cut directly
out of a rugged, vertical rock face, in the shape of Hellenistic temples. This was the first place in Turkey to
originate this type of tomb design, back in the 4th century BC.
After exploring the site, we'll continue walking downhill for two kilometres, where we meet the river at
Candir and cross in a little rowing boat to Dalyan town. In total today, we'll be walking for 6 kilometres,
expected to take us approximately 1-2 hours and with 300 metres of ascent and 200 metres of descent.
Our vehicle will drive from Sultaniye to Dalyan with our bags, so while the walk and the ruins are both
highly recommended, there is the option to drive directly to Dalyan and spend the afternoon exploring
this laid back, riverside town.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Nish Caria Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 9 - Drive to Kas via Kayakoy and Xanthos
We'll meet the gorgeous Turquoise Coast once more today, as we drive south towards Kas. We'll stop at
Kayakoy for a short time, possibly having a picnic (weather permitting) among the ruins of the ghostly
Greek town, which was deserted in 1923 after its Greek Orthodox inhabitants were 'returned' to Greece
in one of the Great Population Exchanges between Greece and Turkey.
From here, we continue to Xanthos, the capital of ancient Lycia and, at one time, the largest centre of
commerce and religion in the region. The town has had a turbulent past, falling to both the Persians and
the Romans. Today it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
In the afternoon we'll drive to Patara Beach and explore the extensive ruins of ancient Patara, the
birthplace of Saint Nicholas. Average water temperatures in winter are around 15-19 degrees. For those
who wish to brave the water, a thin wetsuit is recommended. We'll continue to Kas, the laid back fishing
village on the Turkish Lycian coast.
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A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Hideaway Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 10 - Free day in Kas; chance to hike on the Lycian Way
With its old Greek houses and their picturesque balconies, the tiny seaport of Kas is one of the most
beautiful on the Turkish Riviera. Today has been left free for you to relax and soak up the town's
charming atmosphere. After a week of busy sightseeing, Kas is a great place to just chill out. Unlike the
more touristy coastal resorts of Bodrum and Marmaris, Kas is still a local town so even in winter there is
an active atmosphere on the narrow streets.
If you would prefer to get out of town, Kas is in the heartland of old Lycia, and is therefore a key point on
the Lycian Way. You could choose to pick up some picnic supplies and walk the five kilometres to
Limanagzi Beach, taking in the views. Limanagzi is a beautiful sheltered bay only accessible on foot. After
a chance to relax or swim, you can head back to Kas either on foot or via water taxi.
There are two paths to Limanagzi - we do not recommend the coastal route during the winter months.
There is another path, taken by following signs for the Lycian Way, that cuts inland, passing the remains
of an old fort, olive groves, and an old olive press. It's undulating, with a total ascent of 130 metres and
descent of 140 metres. Your Tour Leader will give you all the information needed for this walk.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Hideaway Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 11 - Drive to the rural Ottoman town of Elmali, stopping for a traditional tea in Gomuce
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Today we drive north, heading directly into the Taurus mountains in the direction of Elmali, a rural town
that lies at around 1,100 metres above sea level. There may be snow at these altitudes, which will contrast
with the temperate coast at Kas.
Today is really an opportunity to see some of life in the Turkish countryside, and we'll make a stop at tiny
Gomuce village for a warming traditional Turkish tea, before continuing on our journey to Elmali, the
largest Ottoman town in this area of Turkey. The narrow streets are home to a fascinating array of timber
houses that date back to the 17th century, back when the area was a mixture of Ottoman, Turkish, Greek
and Armenian inhabitants, and the town has the general air of having remained the same for the last few
hundred years. Despite this, and the spectacular mountain setting, very few tourists visit the town,
making it a charming and quiet place to stroll around. We'll visit the large mosque, which dates back to
the 16th century, as well as the Elmali museum that houses some rare archaeological finds.
The area is well known in Turkey for its various ways of using sesame, and we should have the
opportunity to try a delicious halva - a sweet sesame-based treat - while we're here.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Tu Ba Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 12 - Drive to Antalya via the ancient city of Termessos and Gulluk Dagi National Park
Yet another mountain-top city, Termessos was labelled 'the Eagles Nest' by Alexander the Great himself,
who was never able to conquer the site, and from its 1000 metre perch the site enjoys quite spectacular
panoramic views of the Taurus Mountains. Due to its lofty position, visiting the ruins requires some
hiking - the walk up from the car park can take around 20 minutes to reach the first site of interest, and
continuing to many of the key sites requires some short yet steep hikes.
It's well worth the effort though. On approach to the ancient city, we'll see the enormous defence walls
rising up out of the undergrowth, giving the impression that the city hasn't been seen in many thousands
of years.
As with many Hellenistic and Roman sites, the amphitheatre is the most spectacular piece of architecture
here, guaranteeing breathtaking views over the Taurus Mountains. Exploring the rest of the site is equally
fascinating, with six temple remains, the ancient necropolis, an agora and an excellently preserved
bouleuterion (council meeting place) being just some of the ruins that can be discovered.
We should be able to have a picnic in the ruins today depending on the weather, and after eating lunch
we'll drive the 30 minutes back down to Antalya on the coast, enjoying some impressive views of the
turquoise waters on our entrance to the city. The rest of the afternoon is free to do some last minute
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souvenir shopping, or just relax and make the most of our last day in Turkey.


A C C O M M O D ATI O N :

Best Western Plus Khan Hotel (or similar)
Grade: Comfortable Hotel


SI N G LE R O O M AVA I LA B LE


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

DAY 13 - Trip ends in Antalya
The trip ends after breakfast at our hotel in Antalya.
There are no activities planned today, so you are free to depart from Antalya at any time. If your flight is
departing later in the day luggage storage facilities are available at our hotel. If you would like to receive
a complimentary airport transfer today, you'll need to depart from Antalya Airport (AYT), which is about
a 30 minute drive away.


M E A LS PR O V I D E D : B R E A KFA ST

Trip information

Climate and country information

Turkey
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Climate
Summers are hot and dry with refreshing sea breezes and clear waters, great for boat trips. It is often
cooler on higher ground and in the mountains and can be cold at night, even in the summer. During
the shoulder seasons (loosely speaking, before mid-May and after early October), temperatures and
rainfall can be erratic, with some temperatures dropping to 8-12 degrees, and other days being bright
and sunny up to 25 degrees. Mountain locations will be cooler than on the coast, of course. In the
winter, temperatures usually hover between 0 and 10 degrees, but are usually wet, particularly
around the coast. The best time for walking in Turkey is mid-May, June and September, with pleasant
temperatures and clear blue skies.
Time difference to GMT

Plugs

Religion

Language

+3

2 Pin Round

Islam, Christian

Turkish

Budgeting and packing

Optional activities
The following excursions and/or activities are usually available and may be arranged locally. Estimated
costs are provided below for guidance only, are on a per person basis unless shown otherwise, and may
depend on the number of participants. Prices quoted are correct as of the date these tour notes were
originally issued but may change at any time due to currency fluctuations. Please note: These activities
are booked and paid for direct with the supplier and do not form part of your Explore holiday contract.
Camlik Railway Museum - 15 Turkish Lira (approximately £1.50)
Water taxi from Limanagzi Beach to Kas £4

Clothing
Good quality rainwear, warm fleeces, jackets, trousers and outerwear are essential as temperatures can
vary enormously between day and night. Layers are best - in the daytime, particularly on the coast,
temperatures may reach 20 degrees Celsius, whereas at night they can drop below freezing. We also
advise bringing sturdy walking boots or shoes for the included walks, and for the exploration of some of
the sites (Sagalassos, Caunos and Termessos in particular).

Footwear
Walking shoes or boots, and trainers or other comfortable footwear for relaxing in.

Luggage
20Kg

Luggage: On tour
Bring one main piece of luggage and a 20-30 litre day sack is recommended. You will need to carry what
you need for the day which may include a raincoat, jumper, camera, sun-cream, water and picnic lunch.

Equipment
Bring a water bottle, sunblock, insect repellent and warm hat, gloves and scarf.
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We also recommend bringing your swimwear and a towel. Water temperatures average 15-19 degrees
Celsius in winter, and for those accustomed to outdoor swimming in cool temperatures, you may wish to
have a dip.

Tipping
Explore leader
Tipping isn't compulsory, and we work hard to ensure that our leaders all receive a fair wage. However,
you might want to recognise a leader that's done a great job or really added to your trip by giving them a
tip. We're often asked about the recommended amount. It's a tricky one, and down to personal
preference, but we'd recommend between £15 to £20 per person per week as a guideline.
Local crew
Although voluntary, tipping is a recognised part of life in this region of the world. Some local staff will
look to members of the group for personal recognition of particular services provided. Accordingly, you
should allow approximately £15 of local currency for tipping.
In order to make things easier for you, the Explore Leader may organise a group's tips kitty and if this is
the case, they will account for it throughout the trip.

Turkey
Food and drink
The costs for meals may vary depending upon location, type of restaurant and number of courses
eaten and so the prices given are an average guide. Local restaurants located off the beaten track
may be less expensive, whereas an upmarket restaurant located in the centre of a major city may
charge more.
Lunch price
£7

Dinner price
£13

Beer price
£2.7

Water price
£1

Foreign Exchange
Local currency
Turkish Lira.
Recommended Currency For Exchange
Major foreign currencies such as US Dollars, £Sterling and Euros can easily be changed. We
advise against travelling with Travellers Cheques as commission rates are high. Other
currencies can be exchanged in larger cities. We advise you to change money in Turkey as rates
tend to be better.
Where To Exchange
Most major towns - your Tour Leader will advise you on arrival.
ATM Availability
ATMs are widely available throughout Turkey. To avoid large queues at the airport exchanges,
you may wish to xchange some lira before arriving.
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Credit Card Acceptance
In major restaurants.

Travellers Cheques
Not recommended.

Transport, Accommodation & Meals

Transport Information
Bus, Boat

Accommodation notes
During this tour we use well-located, generally three-star standard accommodation that provides
comfort for your holiday. The hotel in Camlik will no doubt be one of the highlights, being a beautiful
winery hotel set among vineyards in a rural, peaceful location.

Essential Information

Government Travel Safety Advice
We strongly recommend that you check your government's travel advisory for up-to-date information
and advice about your destination: safety and security, entry requirements, health, local laws and
customs. For UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office advice click here.
For more information from Explore about travel advice, click here
Under 18 immigration guidance
Please note that some countries require proof of parental consent when travelling overseas with under
18s. Please check requirements with the relevant embassy or consular office well in advance of travel if
this applies to your party.

Price Guarantee
Once your booking has been confirmed we guarantee the price will not increase, whatever the
circumstances. Before booking please ensure you have read our important tour pricing
information.Booking Conditions

Visa and Passport Information
Turkey: British nationals travelling to Turkey for tourism or business purposes do not require a visa for
visits of up to 90 days. Other nationalities should check with your local embassy or online at
https://www.evisa.gov.tr for up to date information.
If you do require assistance in obtaining a visa then you may be able to apply through Explore's
recommended visa service in the UK, Travcour. See www.travcour.com to download the relevant visa
application for your trip, if applicable (UK citizens only), along with details of how to apply for your visa
through Travcour. The Team at Travcour will be happy to answer specific questions relating to visa
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applications, please call them directly on 0208 5431846.
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a full passport, with the correct validity
for your chosen destination.

Booking conditions
Before booking your Explore trip, please ensure that you read both our Essential Information and
Booking Conditions.

Transfers
Find out more about Trip Transfer Terms and Conditions before you book.
Booking a land only package with Explore
Customers who have chosen to book on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements of our tour, please ensure that you
have checked your tour specific ‘Joining Instructions’ prior to booking your own travel arrangements.
Your joining instructions can be found below in the dates and prices information.
You may also be eligible for the Free Explore Transfer.
Joining Tour Abroad
Customers booked on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements will receive a Free Transfer, provided you arrive and
depart on the tour only itinerary start and end dates. The complimentary transfers will be arranged from
the Explore designated airport or train station to your trips joining point, and then back from the ending
point to the designated airport or train station. Generally the airport or station that Explore have
selected will be the one that is closest to the town or city where the trip starts, or the one nearest to the
joining point. It will be either an airport or train station but not both.
The exception to this rule is customers who are booked on a tour where the joining and ending point is at
the designated airport or train station.
Free transfers are not available for Self-Guided, Polar, Tailormade or Tours for Churches customers.
If you are not eligible for the Free Transfer then you will need to make your own way through to the
joining and ending point. On a majority of our tours Explore will be able to provide a private transfer at
an additional cost. Please ask for a quote at the time of booking.
For more information regarding the Explore Free Transfer click here

Insurance
It is a condition of booking with Explore that you have adequate valid travel insurance. It is your
responsibility to arrange appropriate travel insurance and ensure you have read and understood the full
terms and conditions of your travel insurance policy to ensure that you are covered for all activities you
intend to undertake whilst on the tour, including all optional activities. Your Insurance Policy must fully
cover you for medical expenses and emergency repatriation to your home country. Please ensure your
policy includes medical emergency helicopter evacuation in the event of illness or injury and covers the
entire duration of your holiday. If you are trekking at altitude please ensure that there is no upper
altitude limit which may limit or exclude cover for your trip. The cost of many of our Polar Voyages will
exceed the capped amount covered by standard insurance premiums and you will be required to pay an
additional premium to cover the full value of your trip. Please ensure that you are covered for the full
amount of your holiday cost, as insufficient cover could invalidate a claim under the policy. Medical and
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repatriation insurance cover is not mandatory for UK residents who are travelling on trips within the
United Kingdom.
Read more information about what travel insurance is required.

Flight information
Explore offers a wide range of flexible flying options to make joining and leaving our trips easy. Read
more about them here.
Flight Information
You are able to book this tour on a 'land only' basis or as a ‘flight inclusive’ package. Your flight inclusive
package will be fully protected by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL protection scheme.
Booking a flight inclusive package with Explore
We have a good selection of flights not only from London but from many regional airports around the UK
allowing us to compare fares between scheduled carriers as well as low cost and charter airlines. Our
dedicated flights team will match the best flight options to your arrival and departure airport.
On our website we display a UK flight inclusive package guide price which is generally based on a London
departure. To avoid paying supplements or to secure your preferred flight option, we recommend
booking as early as possible, especially for peak travel dates.

Turkey
Vaccinations
Nothing compulsory, but we recommend protection against tetanus, typhoid, infectious hepatitis and
polio. The above is not an exhaustive list. Further information regarding vaccinations and travel health
advice can be found by following the NHS and NaTHNaC links at
http://www.explore.co.uk/Travelhealth/ and from your local healthcare provider. Visa and vaccination
requirements are subject to change and should be confirmed before departure.

Additional Information
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Why book this trip
Concentrating more on ancient history and rural Turkey than our other trips in the region, this
tour is perfect for history lovers, photography enthusiasts and those who like to avoid the
tourist crowds. The two easy walks and the chance to walk on the Lycian Way will also appeal
to those who like a degree of activity on holiday. The weather is mainly temperate on the coast,
with average highs of 13-18 degrees celsius, and the journeys through the mountains may
provide some contrasting snow, giving you an alternate perspective on a well-trodden
destination.
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